
I 
n the heart of Kenya, 
transformation is taking place 
on the agricultural landscape; 
transformation that is change 

driven by commitment for 
sustainability, innovation, and 
resilience. Part of this evolution is the 
Agriculture Society of Kenya (ASK), 
an organization with a mission to 
promote agriculture and economic 
growth in tandem with the national 
agenda for food security for the whole 
country.  

Every year, ASK hosts the 
Agricultural Show and this year, the 
theme of the event is "Promoting 
Climate-Smart Agriculture and Trade 
Initiatives for Sustainable Economic 
Growth." The theme aligns with H.E. 

President William Rutoõs resolve to 
institute better farming practices in a 
bid to increase productivity amidst 
the challenges brought about by 
Climate Change.  

The ASK Show is more than just an 
exhibition space; it is a celebration of 
Kenya's determination to adapt to the 
evolving agricultural and economic 
needs of its people while confronting 
the challenges of climate change. 

It is a platform for farmers, 
entrepreneurs, and policymakers 
from all sectors to gather, show case 
their projects and products, share 
knowledge, and explore innovative 
solutions to cater to the ever-changing 
needs of their clients.  

The Kenya School of Government 
(KSG) was not left behind as a 
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Kenya School of Government Choir performs at the official opening of the ASK Show in Mombasa.  
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Mombasa ASK Show: Towards Sustainable Development  

participant at the Agricultural Show. 
In its mission to empower 
government officials of all cadres, 
those in private practice and 
employees in Non-Governmental 
Organizations KSG engaged visitors 
to the exhibition stand on products 
and services offered by the School, 
that can enhance their competencies 
for performance in service delivery.  

As Kenya sets its sights on 
promoting climate -smart agriculture 
and trade initiatives for sustainable 
economic growth, KSG has a role to 
play in this transformation in 
empowering the Public Service 
through value addition, and 
changing of mind sets to cherish 
development.  

For Kenya to progress to the next 
level of development and move to 
the developed countries stage, it is 
imperative to realize new creativity, 
new innovation and investment in its 
people. This means that the country 
must assess the stage which it is at 
and shift focus to green growth, 
industrialization of the economy and 

manufacturing. This all starts with 
leadership.  

KSG is keen on leadership 
development; the School continues to 
nurture emerging leaders within the 
public service as well as the private 
sector who have a passion for 
sustainable development. KSG offers 
training programs that promote 
setting of standards for leaders and 
making them inclusive, responsible 
and accountable, as anything short of 
this will not work.  

KSG Director General, Prof. Ludeki 
Chweya has in the recent past said, 
òPerformance and delivery matter 
most in our work in the contribution 
to the Bottom-up Economic 
Transformation Agenda (BETA) 
which must be achieved; KSG is 
determined to play its part well in 
Induction of officials.ó  

Through partnerships and 
collaborations KSG continues to work 
with National and County 
Governments, and state agencies for 
advancement of delivery of services, 
research and consultancy services that 
inform public policy.  

Public servants trained at KSG can 
play a pivotal role in shaping and 
implementing policy that promote 
socio economic transformation. KSG 
facilitates forums where policymakers 
collaborate and develop strategies that 
align with sustainable growth goals.  

Revitalization of research is priority 
for KSG to distinguish itself as a 
leading research centre on matters of 
governance and public service. The 
increasing complexity in society 
compels the School to undertake 
research and provide expert 
consultancy services to government 
and private entities.  KSG is keen to 
support research that will contribute to 
supporting projects that have the 
potential to drive sustainable economic 
growth.  

At the KSG Exhibition Stand, the 
team also provided information on the 
available conference facilities that offer 
a wide selection of conference venues, 
seminar options that offer conducive 
environments for training thus 
supporting performance.  

The KSG Choir was at hand to 
provide entertainment to the multitude 
at the opening ceremony of the ASK 
Show and at the KSG Stand attracting 
the attention and interest of on-lookers 
and visitors to the event.  

Opportunities abound for the School 
as it continues to spread its reach by 
providing technical assistance in 
development of capacity to all sectors. 
The Agricultural Show provided 
occasion to enhance engagements for 
services in various areas of expertise to 
elevate the status of the Public Service 
and the Country at large.   

The ASK show was not just an event 
but a chapter in Kenya's Climate-Smart 
Agriculture and Trade Initiatives story 
that KSG is able to plug into.  

Clients pay a visit to the KSG exhibition stand at the ASK Show.  
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Activity at the KSG exhibition stand: KSG Director General penned his signature to the visitorsõ book while potential 
clients as well as alumni of the School visited the stand to get information on services offered by the School. The Mom-
basa ASK Show has been taking place from September  6ñ10, 2023 at Mkomani Grounds.  
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Outcomes of Africa Climate Summit  
BY PAULINE BALA, BET H MUIGAI  

T 
he just concluded Africa Climate 
summit provided a stage for African 
countries to collectively push for 
climate actions and speak in one 

voice on the response to the adverse effects 
caused by climate changes in Africa. The 
outcome of the summit, known as the Nairobi 
Declaration is considered a collective Africaõs 
message to the world at the COP28 Global 
Climate Negotiations in Dubai in November 
2023. Specifically African leaders, professionals 
and activists intended to look into the following 
issues: 
A consolidated push for reforms for climate 
finance for sustainable development   
The Summit provided opportunity for each 
African country to voice their views as an 
impetus for equitable climate funding 
mechanisms necessary to enable financing of 
Africaõs National Determined contributions 
that require USD1.4 trillion but have only 
received 3% of global climate finance and thus 
an annual finance gap of USD 99.9-127.2B.   
African leaders calling for acceleration of the on
-going initiatives to reform the multilateral 
financial system and global financial 
architecture including the Bridgetown 
Initiative, the Accra -Marrakech Agenda, the 
UN Secretary Generalõs SDG Stimulus 
Proposal and the Paris Summit for a New 
Global Financing Pact; that is responsive to 
meeting the needs obligations and 
requirements to mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change.  
There was also a  Call for a comprehensive and 
systemic response to the incipient debt crisis 
outside of default frameworks to create the 
fiscal space that all developing countriesõ need 
to finance development and climate action 
These  comes against the backdrop of pledges 
that wealthy nations, committed in the past to 
provide up to $100 billion in climate finance 
annually by 2020, and to double the amount of 
finance for adaptation and establishment of a 
special fund for countries grappling with 
inevitable loss and damages from climate 
change.  
Despite the continued promises from the 
wealthy countries to provide such financial 
support for developing nations, Africa 
included, they have not fully lived up to their 
promise. More so, available financial 
mechanisms such as those provided under 
multilateral frameworks have proven difficult 
to access for most African countries and with 
most operating as loan facilities that have to be 
repaid at higher interest rates.  

Local innovations and solutions to climate 
challenges tied to local investments for low 
carbon development in African countries  
The African continent is rich in natural 
resources important for green technologies 
required for a low carbon development 
pathway. For instance, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo has 47% world reserve of 
Cobolt, and constitutes 71% of its global 
supply. Cobalt is a critical mineral in green 
technologies like wind turbines and wind 
power production, electricity vehicle batteries, 
impurity reduction for emission reductions 
etc.  
African countries, however, have very limited 
benefit from such resources to incentivize 
continental economic growth since value 
addition and processing of green technologies 
often takes place outside the continent leaving 
them with no option other than importing 
finished green technology products into the 
continent.  
African leaders and activists called for 
development partners (both from the global 
North and South) to align their technical and 
financial resources to enable innovation and 
technological development to promote 
sustainable utilization of Africaõs natural 
resources for the benefit of the continent as the 
world seeks low carbon development 
pathways and global decarbonization.   
At the public and private sector levels, it calls 
for investments in local capacity building for 
innovation by local African citizens in green 
technology development and local processing 
of green minerals. 
 

Request to world leaders to embrace 
proposals on global carbon taxation regime  

A number of countries have implemented 
carbon tax regimes but have failed to take 
traction. This measure is proposed to ensure 
large-scale financing for climate-related 
investments in Africa. African leaders urged 
world leaders to rally behind the proposal for a 
[global] carbon taxation regime including a 
carbon tax on fossil fuel trade, maritime 
transport and aviation, that may also be 
augmented by a global financial transaction tax 
(FTT)) to provide dedicated affordable and 
accessible finance for climate positive 
investments at scale and ring-fencing of these 
resources and decision making from 
geopolitical and national interests.  
This proposal was however met with mixed 
reactions with activists airing divergent view 
points on such regime as carbon credits which 
normally allow polluters to offset emissions by 
funding green activities, and thus encouraging 
big polluters to continue with their pollutions 
rather than carbon avoidance. This is 
counterproductive to the emission goal set in 
the Paris Agreement. Also carbon markets 
have been of less benefit to Africa since the 
prices set for African carbon credits remain as 
low as USD 10 per ton of Co2 compared to 
USD100 offered for western carbon credits.  
Kenya has recently amended its Climate 
Change Act to include Carbon Credit and 
Carbon tax.  Proper sensitization on the 
practicality of carbon tax and carbon credit is 
crucial for both public officers and private 
investors should world leaders heed to this 
request at COP28. 


